ABSTRACT. The paper presents in systematic order the mollusk assemblage collected from one outcrop on Lacului Brook (left tributary to Răchitova Valley). There were identified 33 taxa (22 gastropods, 9 bivalves and 2 scaphopods) and the whole assemblage is characteristic to the Badenian deposits in the studied area.
INTRODUCTION
From a paleogeographic point of view, the Haţeg Depression, situated in the north-western part of the Southern Carpathians, represents a former gulf of the Paratethyan realm (Papp et al., 1978) .
The Badenian deposits occur on the western part of the depression on the Răchitova Valley and its tributaries. These deposits were previously studied by Laufer (1925) and Mamulea (1953) , who noticed the rich mollusk fauna.
The material presented here was collected from the Lacului Brook, a left tributary of the Răchitova Valley. Beside mollusks, the assemblage also includes foraminifera, bryozoans, otoliths and sponge spicules.
So far 1 there were identified 33 well preserved mollusk taxa. The gastropods are dominant (22 species), followed by bivalves (9 species) and scaphopods (2 species). The specimens are either juvenile forms (Latirus sp., Bela sparsa) or different onthogenetic stages.
Material: One specimen. Dimensions: Height, 1.5 mm, width, 0.9 mm. Stratigraphic range: Miocene -Pliocene (Svagrovsky, 1984) .
CONCLUSIONS
The stratigraphic distribution of the studied taxa is typical for the Badenian stage. The same age is also suggested by the calcareous nannoplankton assemblage Sphenolithus heteromorphus -NN5 Zone (Ianoliu, conference presentation).
This assemblage is similar to those described in the famous fossiliferous sites from Coştei, Lăpugiu, Buituri and Tusa (Romania). The same type of fauna was described in other regions of the Central Paratethys, in Slowakia (Svagrosky, 1981 (Svagrosky, , 1982 (Svagrosky, , 1984 , Poland (Studencka, 1986; Baluk, 1975; Krach, 1981) and Hungary (Strausz, 1966) .
Except Corbula gibba, which was mentioned by Mamulea (1953) , the presented species are mentioned for the first time in the western part of the Haţeg Depression.
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